Intro to LEJ / Honolulu

A brief introduction, designed for interns new to Hawaii.  If you are from Hawaii, or have traveled here, a lot of this is common knowledge, but if you are from the Mainland and new to the islands, this might provide some helpful information.

By A Former LEJ Intern

Orientation:  As Hawaii is a state, you do not need a passport and your cell phone should work here, but remember this is the most remote state.  During the summer there is a 6 hour time change from the East Coast, and a 3 hour time change to the West Coast.  Hawaii consists of a string of island chains, with 6 main islands:  Hawaii (the Big Island), Oahu, Maui, Kauai, Molokai, and Lanai.  Note that the entire state is named Hawaii, but the largest island is also named Hawaii.  


Honolulu, the capital, is on the island of Oahu, the second largest island.  If you look at a map of Oahu, you will see that Honolulu is on the southern shore.  The main parts of Honolulu are, moving along the southern shore from West to East:  Pearl Harbor, HNL Airport, Downtown Honolulu, Ala Moana, Waikiki, and Diamond Head.

Housing:  If you are new to Hawaii, I would suggest looking for housing in Waikiki.  Although the area is very touristy (which gets old quickly), it’s easy to get to (many buses run through here) and it is easy to get around.  There is lots of housing available in this area, and it’s a good place to live for a few months while you get oriented on the island.  The west side of Waikiki is close to the Ala Moana shopping complex (about a .25 mile walk), which is convenient because they have everything you could ever need, and a major bus transfer point.  The east side of Waikiki is closer to Diamond Head and Kapiolani Park, a more peaceful area.  

Start looking for summer sublets on Craigslist.  I would recommend arriving in Honolulu a week before starting work and staying in a hotel, then you can look for apts. while you are here and can go check them out in person.  As of summer 2009, a studio in Waikiki costs btw. $1000 - $1500 a month.  If you plan on doing any cooking, watch out for places listed with kitchenette, they may have just a hot-plate in place of a stove.  That’s fine if that works for you, but it makes any cooking at home difficult.


Note:  I found my apt. through a realtor, J.B. Bransford.  She was a little flaky and hard to track down, but she was a very nice lady and a decent landlord (the apt. was maintained, she responded quickly to problems, etc.).  If you don’t know where to start, check out her website:  www.eHAWAIIproperty.com

Grocery stores are expensive, but so is eating out all the time.  There are a few “Food Pantrys” in Waikiki, there is also a FoodLand in the Ala Moana Mall, and another on the corner of Beretania and Kalakaua that you can pretty easily get to by bus.  Safeway and Times are two other grocery store chains, but there are none in Waikiki.

Other neighborhoods:  You might consider living downtown, because it is very close to the office, but it gets very empty at night.  This area is dead by 8 pm.  Kailua is a nice surf town, but is a little further away.  You could also consider living near U of Hawaii (Summer sublets might be easier to find from students), but I don’t know much about this area.


Also, there are frequently posting on craigslist for apartments looking for additional roommates.

Transportation:  By far, the bus is the way to get around town.  (Website at www.thebus.org)  The buses go all around the island, and are easy to spot with the large rainbow on the side.  Monthly passes are $50, or individual fares are $2.25.  The bus runs frequently until around 9 pm, and occasionally thereafter.  Although during the week the bus is great (due to the lack of parking downtown or in Waikiki), on the weekend access to a car is pretty essential to check out the other parts of the island.  With a little advance planning it’s pretty easy to rent a car; sometimes rates go as low as $40 / day.  I would recommend renting a car during your first week here and checking out the rest of the island – the north shore is very different from downtown Honolulu / Waikiki and should not be missed.  Unless you live in the middle of nowhere, you will not need a car to get to / from work and unless your housing comes with a parking spot you will be continually frustrated with parking.  Spaces are rare and expensive. You can go to www.google.com/transit and it will map bus routes for you.
The Office:  The LEJ office is located at 119 Merchant Street, on the 6th Floor.  Coming from Waikiki, you can take the 2 or 13 to Bishop and Hotel, or take the B (City Express) to Bishop and Beretania, then walk over.  There are a number of lunch places nearby (check out the Fort Street Mall), and a plethora of Starbucks within 3 blocks.  The dress at the office is fairly casual, but bring at least one nice outfit in case you go to observe something at court.  Normal intern hours are about 9am – 5pm. 
Hawaii:  I highly recommend you check out Oahu Revealed before arriving (by far, the best guidebooks I found were the “Revealed” series - Oahu Revealed, Hawaii Revealed, etc.  Wizards Publishing).  There is plenty of time to check out all the great outdoors stuff after work / on weekends.  Definitely look into going to the other islands, I particularly enjoyed Kauai.  Additionally, on the subject of books, I recommend Hawaii by James Michener.  It’s a large book so make sure you find a paperback copy.  This historical fiction is a multi-generational saga that spans from the creation of the islands to the 1950s, and is a great book to read on the bus or the beach.
As a last note, the best thing I did when I got here was purchased a “rash guard” – a long sleeve stretchy shirt often worn by surfers to avoid getting scratched by their boards.  They are worn in the water, and you can get them with SPF built in.  They are great for avoiding sunburn.  I got mine on sale for $20 at Sports Authority on Ward Ave.  Very highly recommended.

